TRANSFER OF RIGHTS

The Transfer of Rights Template found below may be used to transfer the rights in the underlying property (i.e. the property on which your project is based) to your production company.  It will not be necessary if you have already entered into a contract with the writer of the underlying property, and that contract contains language that transfers the rights to your production company.  

TRANSFER OF RIGHTS

[insert date]

1.  I hereby transfer to [insert name of Production Company or of Producer] all of my right, title and interest in and to the [insert description of the work being transferred – e.g. the short story entitled “_____”; OR the concept for a project] (the “underlying work”), including without limitation the copyright in that underlying work.  

OR

1.  I hereby transfer to [insert name of Production Company or of Producer] the right to create a [insert type of production – e.g. television documentary; OR film; OR short] based on [insert description of the work in question – e.g. the short story entitled “_____”; OR the concept for a project] (the “underlying work”).   

2.  I confirm that I own the rights necessary to enter into this Transfer of Rights agreement.  I also confirm that I am the author of the underlying work and that it does not defame any person, nor does it violate the right of privacy or any other right of any person.  

3.  Without limiting the foregoing, the rights transferred include the right to create derivative works based, in whole or in part, on the underlying work, and the right to edit, delete from, arrange, combine, revise or adapt in any manner whatsoever the underlying work, and to use it in any manner which you, in your sole discretion, deem appropriate.  I waive my moral rights.   This transfer and waiver is irrevocable.

4.  I release and discharge you from any and all claims, demands or causes of actions that I have or may in the future have for libel, defamation, invasion of privacy or right of publicity, infringement of copyright or trademark, or violation of any other right arising out of or relating to any use of the rights granted under this Agreement
Signed:

________________________

print name: 

�Use the first section of paragraph 1 if you are acquiring all rights to the underlying property. Use the second section of paragraph 1 if you are only acquiring the right to produce a program based on the underlying property.


 





